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WBAI-State of the Arts NYC Newsletter 
SPRING EDITION 2017 

 

 
 

State of the Arts NYC is proud to have The Photography Show at 
AIPAD and the Collective Design Fair as our spring partners 
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SPECIAL STATE OF THE ARTS PROGRAMMING 
               

 
 

ON-SITE AT COLLECTIVE DESIGN FAIR 
 

TriBeCa -- Collective Design brings together creative voices from 
around the world in a lively, essential discourse on modern and 
contemporary design and art. Based in New York City and active in 
the arts community throughout the year, Collective Design presents 
engaging conversations and educational programs to foster 
dialogue, encourage the exchange of ideas, and build a growing 
audience for collectible design and art. Programming culminates 
each May in the annual Collective Design fair, which showcases 
masterworks of the 20th and 21st centuries alongside experimental 
works from the next generation of global talent. The fair, celebrating 
its fifth anniversary in 2017, illuminates both the creative process and 
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the diversity of our material culture, promoting a spirit of discovery 
that resonates with new and seasoned collectors alike. 
 
On Wednesday, May 3rd, the State of the Arts NYC team will interview 
Steven Learner, Founder & Creative Director along with Jillian Choi, 
Fair Director on site at the fair. State of the Arts NYC will also interview 
other design participants and photograph pop-up installation by the 
LAB at Rockwell and Brook Landscape. 

 
OUR 1ST BOOK READING 

 

                             
HERE COMES THE SUN -- 4 WEEK BOOK READING 

JUNE 15TH, JUNE 22ND, JUNE 29TH, JULY 6TH 
Madiba Restaurant, 195 DeKalb Avenue 

Fort Greene Brooklyn, NYC, 7pm 
 

“[Here Comes The Sun] vividly captures the fraught dynamics of familial and 
romantic relationships, and Margot’s love for the outcast Verdene, a woman in 
whom she discovers ‘a deeper understanding of what it means to feel 
connected to a whole person,’ is particularly poignant.” – THE NEW YORKER 
 
Ft. Greene, Brooklyn -- Capturing the distinct rhythms of Jamaican life 
and dialect, Nicole Dennis- Benn pens a tender hymn to a world 
hidden among pristine beaches and the wide expanse of turquoise 
seas. At an opulent resort in Montego Bay, Margot hustles to send her 
younger sister, Thandi, to school. Taught as a girl to trade her sexuality 
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for survival, Margot is ruthlessly determined to shield Thandi from the 
same fate. When plans for a new hotel threaten their village, Margot 
sees not only an opportunity for her own financial independence but 
also perhaps a chance to admit a shocking secret: her forbidden 
love for another woman. As they face the impending destruction of 
their community, each woman—fighting to balance the burdens she 
shoulders with the freedom she craves—must confront long-hidden 
scars. From a much-heralded new writer, Here Comes the Sun offers a 
dramatic glimpse into a vibrant, passionate world most outsiders see 
simply as paradise. 
 
Nicole Dennis-Benn has received fellowships from Hedgebrook, 
MacDowell, Lambda, and the Sewanee Writers Conference. Born 
and raised in Kingston, Jamaica, she lives with her wife in Brooklyn, 
New York, where she teaches writing. 
 
Since 1999, Madiba Restaurant has been bringing the home cooking 
of South African Kitchens to New York tables. From Portuguese spices 
to Indian curries and African legumes, Madiba Restaurant tips a hat 
to South African street food – from inner city market to harbor 
landing. 
 
Participants get a signed copy of the book and a drink per week. 
Proceeds to benefit WBAI FM Radio. $40  
Register: stateofthearts.brownpapertickets.com  
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MORE AROUND TOWN 
 

 
 

 
On April 29, the Saturday preceding Frieze New York and the TEFAF 
New York fairs, the Madison Avenue Gallery Walk will give the public 
time and space to visit the over 100 galleries that span Madison 
Avenue and its adjacent side streets from East 57th St. up to East 86th 
St. 
 

 

NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN’S CHIHULY EXHIBIT	  
Bronx -- Dale Chihuly, the artist best known for his fanciful and 
kaleidoscopic blown-glass sculptures, began a 28-week exhibition at 
the New York Botanical Garden on Saturday, the longest 
spring/summer show ever hosted there. 
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Upper East Side -- TEFAF champions the finest art from across the 
ages. It brings together a network of top international dealers, who – 
through a combination of expertise and accessibility – inspire lovers 
of art from around the world. 

 
 
Long Island City -- Charlotte Prodger's United States debut will feature  
new and existing works taking on the dérive as a storytelling device. 
Using sound and moving image, Prodger interweaves narrative 
fragments that imbed time and place through her subjectivity. 
Disparate topics and sites become linked through her lens. Her site-
responsive sculptural works also perform a subtle peeling of the 
architectural space, rendering details visible. 
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THE PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW AT AIPAD 
 

     
 

     
 
 

     
 
State of the Arts NYC partnered with AIPAD for six interviews opening 
night at their fair in its new location at Pier 94 in Hell’s Kitchen on the 
off the West Side Highway. Listen to the talk with former supermodel 
Pat Cleveland and gallery owners from Staley-Wise, Throckmorton 
Fine Arts, Lee Marks and Stephen Bulger. Hear the podcast on iTunes. 
http://itunes.apple.com/album/id1224667042?ls=1&app=itunes 
 


