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DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
  

In December, State of the Arts NYC will have fiber artist Olek 
onto the show. This street artist has been making waves for 
over a decade in NYC and other parts of the globe.  
 
Born Agata Oleksiak in 1978 in industrial Poland, OLEKʼs art 
was a development that took her away from industrial, close-
minded Silesia, Poland. In 2000, OLEK received a BA in 
Cultural Studies from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, 
Poland and relocated to New York City. OLEKʼs work has been 
exhibited in galleries, museums and public spaces worldwide 
and featured in numerous publications such as The New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, New York Magazine, TIME 
Magazine, Vogue Italia, Newsweek/ Daily Beast, Village Voice, 
Vibe Magazine, Artinfo, PBS, CNN, CBS, ABC and NBC. OLEK 
is the recipient of the Ruth Mellon Award for sculpture in 2004, 
In Situ Artaq award (France) in 2011, and a grant in 2011 from 
the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC) for performance 
in public space. OLEKʼs residencies have included Sculpture 
Space in 2005, Instituto Sacatar (Brazil) in 2009 and AAI-LES 
in 2010. In 2008, OLEK was the winner of the Apex Art 
competition, which aired on PBS. In 2010, the artist was 
commissioned by the Brooklyn Museum of Art for a one-day 
interactive performance installation. In 2012, OLEK was part of 
the “40 Under 40: Craft Futures” exhibition at the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum and the Renwick Gallery, for which her 
entire crocheted studio apartment was exhibited. Recently, she 
has exhibited at Miami Art Basel as part of Women on the 
Walls at Wynwood Walls and curated by Jeffrey Deitch. 
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MEXICAN BORN ARTIST FLOR GARDUÑO  

 

   
 

 

   
 
Join us as we have an intimate discussion with artist Flor Garduño. Born in Mexico City 
in 1957, Garduño entered the Old San Carlos Academy at the age of 19, to study 
visual arts. Around that time she also took part in the photography workshop of the 
Hungarian Surrealist photographer Kati Horna, whose work had a profound influence 
on the young artist In 1979; she started working as a darkroom assistant for Manuel 
Alvarez Bravo, the most influential Mexican photographer of the 20th century. In the 
early 80s, Garduño worked under the directions of another of Mexican photography 
greats, Mariana Yampolsky, traveling to rural villages throughout Mexico and honing 
her own unique style infusing descriptive photography with mystical archetypes and 
symbolism of Latin America. 
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Itʼs during these travels that the photographer found her source of inspiration, 
captivated by the landscapes and the depth of the indigenous culture.  
 
Garduñoʼs first personal exhibition took place in 1982 in her hometown of Mexico City 
followed by numerous solo and joint shows in the most prestigious galleries and 
museums all over the world. During the authorʼs 30-year long fruitful career, her black 
and white photography that mainly depicted the lives and rituals of native people 
throughout the Americas gravitated towards somewhat more personal, inner motifs, as 
in more recent years Garduño began to concentrate on symbolic female nudes, 
portraits and “silent-lives” – Flor`s unique vision of still-lives. 
  
Besides Mexico, Flor also has a Swiss citizenship and for a long time spent her life in 
travels between these two countries.  

 
MARK MORRIS CHOREOGRAPHER 

 

 
 
MARK MORRIS is hailed as “the most successful and influential choreographer alive, 
and indisputably the most musical” (New York Times), was born on August 29, 1956, in 
Seattle, Washington, where he studied with Verla Flowers and Perry Brunson. In the 
early years of his career, he performed with the companies of Lar Lubovitch, Hannah 
Kahn, Laura Dean, Eliot Feld, and the Koleda Balkan Dance Ensemble. He formed the 
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Mark Morris Dance Group (MMDG) in 1980 and has since created close to 150 works 
for the company. From 1988 to 1991, he was Director of Dance at the Théâtre Royal 
de la Monnaie in Brussels, the national opera house of Belgium. In 1990, he founded 
the White Oak Dance Project with Mikhail Baryshnikov. Morris is also an acclaimed 
ballet choreographer, with twenty works commissioned by ballet companies 
worldwide.  
Noted for musicality, he has been described as “undeviating in his devotion to music” 
(The New Yorker). He began conducting performances for MMDG in 2006 and has 
since conducted at The International Festival of Arts & Ideas, Lincoln Center, and BAM 
(Brooklyn Academy of Music). In 2013 he served as Music Director for the Ojai Music 
Festival. Morris also works extensively in opera, directing and choreographing 
productions for The Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, English National Opera 
and The Royal Opera, Covent Garden, among others. 
He was named a Fellow of the MacArthur Foundation in 1991 and has received eleven 
honorary doctorates to date. He has taught at the University of Washington, Princeton 
University and Tanglewood Music Center. He is the subject of a biography, Mark 
Morris, by Joan Acocella (Farrar, Straus & Giroux) and Marlowe & Company published 
a volume of photographs and critical essays entitled Mark Morrisʼ LʼAllegro, il 
Penseroso ed il Moderato: A Celebration. A new book, Mark Morris: Musician-
Choregrapher, by musicologist Stephanie Jordan was released in Fall 2015. 
Morris is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American 
Philosophical Society, and has served as an Advisory Board Member for the Rolex 
Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative. He has received the Samuel H. Scripps/American 
Dance Festival Award for Lifetime Achievement, the Leonard Bernstein Lifetime 
Achievement Award for the Elevation of Music in Society, the Benjamin Franklin 
Laureate Prize for Creativity, the International Society for the Performing Artsʼ 
Distinguished Artist Award, the Cal Performances Award of Distinction in the 
Performing Arts, the Orchestra of St. Luke's Gift of Music Award, and the 2016 Doris 
Duke Artist Award. In 2015, Morris was inducted into the Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Whitney Hall of Fame at the National Museum of Dance in Saratoga 
Springs, New York. 
Morris opened the Mark Morris Dance Center in Brooklyn, New York, in 2001 to 
provide a home for his company, rehearsal space for the dance community, outreach 
programs for children and seniors, and a school offering dance classes to students of 
all ages and abilities. 
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MANIFESTO BY JULIAN ROSEFELDT & 
PERFORMED BY CATE BLANCHETT 

AT PARK AVENUE ARMORY 
 

 
Julian Rosefeldt (born 1965 in Munich) is 
a German artist and filmmaker. Rosefeldtʼs 
work consists primarily of elaborate, visually 
opulent film and video installations, often shown 
as panoramic multi-channel projections. His 
installations range in style from documentary to 
theatrical narrative. 
 
Manifesto is a 2015 Australian-German multi-
screen film installation written and directed by 
Julian Rosefeldt. It features Cate Blanchett in 
13 different roles performing various 
manifestos. 
 
Artist and filmmaker Julian Rosefeldt has 
made a name for himself not only for his 
photography, but also for his elaborately staged 
films that investigate the language and 

conventions of cinema as an allegory for societal and individual behaviors. He 
continues this exploration with the film installation Manifesto, a collage of artistic 
declarations from the past century reinterpreted as poetic monologues to provoke 
timeless questions about the gendered, social, and political contexts that shape the 
artistʼs role in society. 
 
These angry, youthful, and powerful texts are brought to life in a tour-de-force of acting 
by Academy Award-winner Cate Blanchett, who creates a kaleidoscopic series of 
different characterizations ranging from a TV anchorwoman to a corporate CEO to a 
homeless man. Presented simultaneously on massive screens, the 13 scenes draw on 
more than 50 manifestos by artists, architects, choreographers, and filmmakers at early 
points in their career, woven together into dramatic soliloquies that highlight specific 
movements or schools of thought.  
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Other guests in December include: Fernando Mastrangelo, Designer and Mario Garcia 
Durham from APAP. New WBAI Producer Maree Faustin and Producer Prairie Miller 
from WBAIʼs Arts Express will join us. We will have the NY Botanical Gardens to talk 
about their annual train show. And there will be museum reviews and the Best of State 
of the Arts NYC in 2016. 
 

2017 WINTER CONFERENCES & FAIRS 
 
 

 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
Our show will be covering these upcoming art events and reporting back to our 
listeners in early January. Host/Producer Savona Bailey-McClain will be offering guided 
tours for Master Drawings 2017 and for the NY Ceramics & Glass Fair on Saturday, 
January 21st and Sunday, January 22nd. Interested participants can sign up on 
westharlemartfund.wordpress.com. 
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Artists wishing to expand their practice and include public art can sign up for a 
professional development series that has been developed in partnership with Savona 
Bailey-McClain and BMCC. This is to encourage more public art around the City of 
New York in open, public spaces. 
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NEW OUTREACH CAMPAIGN 
 
State of the Arts NYC will engage in a month long campaign with DNAinfo.com. There 
will be ads in 8 neighborhoods across three boroughs where we can let those who care 
about the “arts” know about the show and the great guests that we have for them. 
 
 

   
 
Special thanks to the State of the Arts NYC team: Reggie White (engineer) Matt Cutler 
(engineer) Katherine Gonzalz (Production Assistant), Irene Javors (Museum 
Contributor), Dianne Smith (Gallery Contributor), Fernando Prudhomme (Lifestyle 
Contributor). 
 
And we wish to acknowledge our new education partners BMCC (Borough of 
Manhattan Community College) and the Media Design Program at Hostos Community 
College. 
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OUR SUPPORTER 

 


